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reorganization for the coming year, and 
the necessity of providing funds for the de- 
linquency of receipts, as reported by the 
• financial exhibit. All this was, finally, 
satisfactorily effected, and we now trust 
there will be no further cause of complaint 
upon the part of our magazine subscribers. 
Where there is a delinquency the subscri- 
ber is earnestly requested to write direct- 
ly to this office, and not to the magazine 
publishers, for the Directory hold them- 
selves responsible for the correction of 
short-comings, errors, &c. They design 
to fulfill, faithfully and satisfactorily, every 
contract made with members, and do not 
wish publishers to be regarded as account- 
able for what may be delinquency of this 
office. Where theie is anything wrong, a 
letter to the Actuary will command imme- 
diate attention. 



The exquisite marbles awarded to our 
members will find homes in very diverse 
sections of the country. The " Greek 
Slave" goes to Cincinnati ; " Psyche," 
to San Francisco ; " The Student," to Que- 
bec ; " Nymph of Arno," to Chicago ; 
" Aurora," to Springfield ; " Fidelity," to 
NewrOrieans, &c, &c. It is thus the 
Association speeds its Art-ministers over 
the country, upon their perpetual mission 
of good. We trust the fortunate posses- 
sors of these charming marbles will hold 
them accessible to the public of their re- 
spective places. 

The Directory have frequent applica- 
tions from artists in various sections of the 
country. The policy adopted precludes 
special orders as a general thing. Those 
having works on hand can write to the 
Actuary, giving specific account of the 
picture and its price. If it is wanted, the 
order is given to send it, per express, to 
this office for examination. If approved, 
it will be purchased — if rejected, it will 
be returned per express. We may say 
now, however, that already the Registry 
lists for the coming collection, are nearly 
filled — more paintings being entered for 
examination than can possibly be accepted. 
Many were continued over from last year ; 
and so many others have been offered that 
it is useless for the Directory to hold out 
promises of purchase, for the present, at 
least. It is a difficult and delicate office 
to pass judgment upon the works offered ; 
but it is done by the Directory with no 
other wish than to do the best for both As- 



sociation and artist. From what pictures 
are specially commissioned and promised, 
from the number already entered for ex- 
amination, from the current purchases ren- 
dered necessary to add variety to the cata- 
logue, the promise may be safely made of 
something unique and unusually excellent 
in the coming collection for award to sub- 
scribers for the fifth year. Announcements 
will be made in the September Journal, 
.which will advise subscribers and friends 
of the programme decided upon. The 
catalogue will be given in the December 
Journal, which will probably be issued 
several weeks in advance of its date. 

Numbers of our correspondents during 
the winter became greatly exercised from 
" delays in answering their letters," and 
we have no doubt but that many remem- 
ber those delays with a kind of ill-feeling 
toward the officers of the Association, not- 
withstanding they were eventually answer- 
ed by the due mailing of the required cer- 
tificates, engraving or magazines. Now, 
such persons have but to consider the ex- 
tent of our necessary correspondence to 
see how utterly impossible it is for the 
corresponding secretary to answer every 
inquiry made, every complaint, (soon to 
be answered by the due remittances) eve- 
ry request preferred. In the ordinary 
course of business, it takes several days to 
get names properly entered, . the certifi- 
cates made, and mail lists made up ; seve- 
ral days more to order and mail magazines ; 
two weeks, at least, are necessitated (in 
the latter part of the year particularly j to 
make the proper returns. Hence, there 
should be some such time accorded the of- 
ficers ere the correspondent writes a 
" blow up " for neglect. We may now say 
(and it has been frequently said heretofore) 
that all will come around aright, at a pro- 
per time ; and, if correspondents do not 
receive immediate answers to their com- 
plaints or inquiries, it is because they will 
be answered by the business department 
just as soon as possible. Where any fur- 
ther reply is necessary, the Corresponding 
Secretary makes it. Next winter ihe Di- 
rectory will add to the clerical force, both 
in the business and corresponding depart- 
ments — thus hoping to avoid any delays 
necessitated by a want of sufficient assis- 
tance. The subscribers may rest assured 
these delays are from no intentional ne- 
glect, and never shall recur where they 
can be obviated. Bear this in mind ere 
you indite us a rough message. 
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To those friends and subscribers who 
have stood by the Association during the 
past year, the Directory owe their ac- 
knowledgments. Scarcely a mail came 
but brought good eheer in words and in 
deeds ; and it is assured, if the times had 
not been so unprecedentedly hard, that 
the subscription lists would have reached 
at least the number of sixty thousand. 
From almost every section came the com- 
plaint of " impossibility of getting money 
which is worth anything in New- York ;" 
and it is certain, if in December and Jan- 
uary Southern and Western money could 
have been received, that the number of 
members would have been trebled in most 
places, South and West. None the less 
grateful, however, are the Directory for 
the labor bestowed in their service ; and 
they desire, most cordially, to offer all who 
have co-operated with them, their sincere 
thanks. Another year may not prove so 
unpropitious ; and it is confidently hoped 
the coming year will somewhat repay the 
exertions of the past, both to the Associa- 
tion and to its co-laborers. It is designed 
among the officers to remit no effort in or- 
der to render the programme for the year 
a brilliant one ; and it is thought such in- 
ducements will be held out as to retain all 
old members, as well as to secure those 
who failed to become subscribers last win- - 
ter, through want of means. 

To the press of the country, the Asso- 
ciation is under many obligations for ser- 
vices rendered in various ways. It is im- 
possible to repay the courtesies extended ; 
and the Directory can only say the kind- 
ness will not be forgotten. If any have 
failed to receive the engraving due them, 
let the same be known and the return will 
mail shall correct the oversight. The 
Directory trust to merit the continued 
good word of the press, and hereafter will 
make a better return for services rendered 
than they have yet been able to do. 

There are a few friends and secretaries 
to whom the Association are under espe- 
cial obligations. These shall be thanked 
personally, if occasion offers, and some 
means shall be adopted to partially requite 
the favors. 



Innocence is a flower which withers 
when touched, but blooms not again though 
watered by tears. 



